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Pastor’s Page 
By Rev. Hal Toenjes 
 
We Have Seen the Lord! 

   “He’s alive! He’s really alive!!” Whether it’s shouted by rescuers 

after a tornado or by paramedics searching through the wreckage after 

a collision, the next words are spoken just as quickly. “Help me get 

him out!” Others hurry to the scene. After moments of their best, 

quickest action, the survivor is brought out and tended to. While some 

may not have survived, this one did! 

   Our Easter shouts are the same: “He’s alive! He’s really alive!!” To 

all casual observers, Jesus should still have been buried. He had been 

publicly executed and just as publicly laid in a tomb. The Sunday 

morning visitors expected only to anoint his body for a proper burial. 

   But then came the shouts. “I have seen the Lord!” (John 20:18); 

“He’s risen, just as He said!” (Matthew 28:6); “It’s true! The Lord has 

risen and has appeared to Simon” (Luke 24:34). Others hurried to the 

scene to see for themselves. But in this case the “survivor” didn’t need 

to be “tended to.” Instead Jesus comes to His followers and “tends to” 

them and their needs, leading even more to be “overjoyed when they 

saw the Lord” (John 20:20). 

   We may not see the Lord in the same way the first disciples did, but 

we see Him nonetheless. Whether it’s in His Word spoken or lived 

out, in a Wonder Window child singing His praise, or in the faithful 

service of so many joyful servants within and outside of our church, 

it’s pretty clear that “He’s alive!” 

   In particular, this month we’ll celebrate the many years of faithful 

service of Charla Herider as our Wonder Window director. Now as 

she enters retirement we pause to give thanks for God’s blessings on 

so many children and families over the years who have “seen the 

Lord” in her care for them and have heard of His rescue plan for them 

in Jesus Christ. And while we don’t yet know who will take her place, 

we are confident that the risen Lord will “tend to” them even as He 

has blessed her these many years. 

   Thank you, Lord Jesus, for Your selfless sacrifice and loving care 

for us and for all. Bless us to hear Your mandate to make disciples 

and to follow with joy where You lead, knowing that You are indeed 

alive and will tend to us as You have promised. Amen. 

                                                                                             —Pastor Toenjes 
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MEMBER NEWS 
 

Member changes or additions  
will be posted in this section 

 

 

Cards, calls and prayers are much appreciated by our 
homebound members:  

Ruth Jones 
Carol Kritsch 

 

LCoP Prayer Chain 
When you have any prayer concerns, please let our 
prayer chain pray for you by contacting Chuck Jordin at 
661-873-9565 or email chuck.jordin@yahoo.com. 
 

Online Calendar! 
Did you know that our event calendar is online so you 
can access it anytime, anywhere, from the internet? 
Check it out at www.lcop.org, click on Info Center and 
Calendar. This will also be updated during the month as 
events change or are added! To update, please email 
info@lcop.org. 
 

Join Our Email List! 

Are you on our email list to have the newsletter and     
event reminders delivered to your inbox? Subscribe by 

sending an email to info@lcop.org.  

 

In the Hospital? 
If you find yourself hospitalized, I would like to visit! But 
rather than relying on the hospital to contact me, 
please give me or the church office a call with your 
information. 
 I’d be happy to stop by, share a word of Scripture and 
prayer.  
If you have a planned surgery, I’d be happy to visit 
before the procedure. Just let me know the specific 
hospital as well as the time you are supposed to check 
in and the time of the procedure. I’ll do my best to be 
there in between those two times. Thanks! – Pastor 
Toenjes 
   

 

 

God’s blessings to everyone on your special occasion. 
If you don’t see your name, please call the office to 
make corrections or additions. We want to include 
everyone!   

                ♥May ANNIVERSARIES ♥                    

05/23  Tom & Susan Bailey 

       
May BIRTHDAYS  
05/02    LaVonne Light 
05/03    Bonnie Kuster 
05/03     Harry Kraley 
05/05     Patricia King 
05/13     Becky Cressy 
05/27     Ivan Foster 
05/30     Michael Griggs 
05/31     Michael Lehmann 
 

We honor birthdays and anniversaries on the Second 

Sunday of every month. If you would like to help with 

refreshments for those who are celebrating, bring your 

treat to church that morning.  

 

 

 

              
        

 

 

mailto:chuck.jordin@yahoo.com
http://www.lcop.org/
mailto:info@lcop.org
mailto:info@lcop.org


3 
 

                                  

Church Golfers, you need to 
come and join us Anyone 

interested in golfing, we golf every 

Friday morning. For 

information please call or text Tim 

Hartnett at 661-319-8469.  

 

Women’s Fellowship Guild 
Will hold their monthly meeting May 2nd in the 

library @ 11 A.M. Following the meeting, there 

will be a no host luncheon at Coseree’s Deli, 

15701 Hyw 178.  Please contact Marlene Cawelti 

@ 829-6655 if you plan to attend. 
  

            
 
 
Work Day May 20th. 

@ 8am All helpers 
welcome! 

               
  

                   
Wonder Window School Board 
As we are looking to the end of May, school will be over 

for the regular school year and preparations for summer 

school will be in the forefront. Charla Herider, Wonder 

Window Director, will be retiring after many years of 

service. Wonder Window's Spring program will be her 

last event and after the program, we will have a party in 

the courtyard/patio. You are all invited to attend the 

program, which the children work very hard on, and then 

come outside to offer Charla your best wishes for her 

next adventure. There will be a basket in the Narthex for 

cards and gift cards. There is also an opportunity to 

volunteer with the VBS program for Wonder Window. 

Please see Joyce Toenjes for ways to help. 

 

God's Blessings on all of you and please continue 

praying for the mission of Wonder Window, ministering 

to and teaching God's children and their families. 

Vivienne Kuster 

School Board 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Our next meeting will be 

Monday May 15th at 

7pm and our next work 

day will be Saturday, 

May 20th at 8am.  Hope 

to see you there.   

Continue your prayers 

for Pastor Toenjes and 

his family.  For the 

Christians that are being 

persecuted and our country to start returning back to 

its values.  Big time prayers for the school board to 

find the replacement for Wonder Window.  

Christ has Risen let’s spread the word.   

Don Votaw 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Inquirer’s Class to Start 

Interested in becoming a member of Lutheran 

Church of Prayer? Or just want to learn more about 

what we believe and teach? Then join us for the 

next round of our “Inquirer’s Class.” We’ll meet 

10:30-11:30 Sunday mornings in the Conference 

Room in the Administration building (just inside the 

main front door) starting May 7. We’ll plan on at 

least 5 or 6 sessions, or as many as needed to cover 

our lessons and your questions. Bring your Bible 

and Small Catechism--we’ll start with a brief intro 

and overview of the Bible, then move on to the Ten 

Commandments, the Creeds and Prayer. We’ll 

conclude with a look at Baptism, Confession and 

the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Kelly Moore Returns Call 

In a letter dated April 21, 2017, Kelly Moore of 

Arlington Texas shared that she is declining our call 

to serve as Wonder Window Director. She 

expressed great appreciation for the honor of being 

called and for the hospitality shown to her and her 

family in their visit to Bakersfield and offered their 

prayers for our church and school and for our 

continued search. 

 

Our Call Committee is therefore continuing to 

receive and review names of potential Director 

candidates and will be scheduling interviews as 

soon as possible. Thank you for your continued 

prayer for this call process. 
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Bible Buddy Bags are Here!  Please visit the new table and bag stand in the narthex to find various worship 

helps for children.  Bible Buddy Bags are available for children 2-7 years old.  Story Bibles and children’s 

bulletins with clipboards and crayons are available for children 8-12 years old.   We invite children to use them 

during the worship service and return them when the service is over. Thank you to the many individuals who 

generously donated towards this new ministry!  A special thank you to John Downen for crafting the 

beautiful wooden stand for the bags. Your gifts are very much appreciated and are a blessing to the families 

and children that will benefit from them.  
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VBS 2017 

June 12-16 
      9:00-11:15 a.m. 

               (Wonder Window) 
 

                 July 17-21 
    9:00-11:45 a.m.                         

    (LCOP & Community) 
 

Let VBS be a highlight of your summer as you serve God’s little 
ones! Many helpers are needed before and during the two weeks!  
Please see the sign-up boards in the narthex and/or talk to Joyce 

Toenjes (920-360-5095) to  
get plugged in! 

 

Thanks for helping make VBS a success!! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Registration Forms Available 
by June 1 

Please invite your friends, neighbors and relatives 
to attend!  

 

Ages 3 (by January 1, 2017 & potty-trained) –  
 

5th grade (2016-17) 
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      Charla Herider 

Director 

Dear Wonder Window and 

Lutheran Church of Prayer 

family, 

 

The Bible says in Ecclesiastes, chapter 3 that there 

is a time for everything.  Well, my time at Wonder 

Window is coming to an end.  It is both joyful and 

bittersweet.  Since 1993 I have been a parent, a 

substitute, a teacher, Assistant Director and a 

Director.  My own children grew up running these 

halls, learning in the classrooms and playing on the 

playground.  Wonder Window has become a part of 

who I am and I will keep that part with me forever. 

I know the path my husband and I are taking is the 

right one.  There was much prayer involved in our 

decision and the majority of those prayers were 

answered quickly and clearly.  Leaving such a place 

of love and family is going to be difficult but I 

know that God will supply all my needs and I will 

create a new “family” up north.  I have already 

volunteered my time at the local library as a 

storyteller and will be involved with the Pediatric 

units play center.  I will miss you and carry you all 

in my heart.  Blessings on each of your children as 

they continue to grow and learn.   

While the School Board continues to search for a 

new Director, Ms. Stephanie will be filling in as 

Interim Director.  Feel free to contact her with any 

questions and reach out to her at the school’s phone 

number of 871-7051.  You may also reach her 

during school hours.  She is happy to assist you!  

Please “Save the Date” for Sunday, May 21st.  

Wonder Window will hold our Spring Program and 

Graduation beginning at 5:00 p.m.  All children 

need to be here no later than 4:45 so we can prepare 

them and you can take your seats.  This event will 

be followed by a time of fellowship. A sign-up 

sheet will be available the beginning of May.  

Please indicate how many of each item will be 

needed so that we have a proper count.  This will be 

a fun social activity and gives you all a chance to 

get to know each other a bit better.  Come and be 

entertained with song by your children.  You’ll be 

happy you did! 

Our themes for the month of May will cover our 

Community Helpers.  We’ll talk about our 

important hospital staff, our fire and police 

protectors and our letter carriers.  We’ll finish up 

the alphabet with Y and Z and the rectangle will be 

our final shape of the year.  We are reviewing all of 

the colors from earlier in the school year.   

During Chapel, Pastor will tell the Bible stories of 

Philip and the African Man, Rhoda Prays for Peter, 

God Makes Saul a New Man and finally Paul and 

Silas Sing for Joy.  Each of these Bible stories lets 

the children know that God is always with us during 

all times.  Whether we’re happy, sad or angry, we 

can always go to God in prayer.  

As a reminder, the last day of the school year is 

Thursday, June 1st and we are closed on the 2nd for 

summer prep.  We will reopen on Monday, June 5th 

for summer school.  If you have not yet signed up 

for summer, please be sure to do so quickly.  We 

are getting close to capacity in the 4’s and 5’s room. 

Please stop by the office for a registration form.   

Blessings to each of you,  

 

Charla Herider 

Director 

   

 

 Days to Remember:  
 May 21st Spring Program and Graduation 
 May 29th Closed for Memorial Day 
 June 2nd CLOSED for Summer Prep 
 June 5th First day of Summer Program 
 
 
 

 
 

Lutheran Church of Prayer and Wonder Window is 

adding solar panels!  Beginning the week of April 17th, 

the parking lot we normally use will be temporarily 

closed. While it is, please park on the “playground” lot 

located on the Northwest side of the campus.  We 

appreciate your cooperation and apologize for the 

inconvenience.   
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             Miss Vanessa’s Class 

I can’t believe the school year is already almost over.  

Time has gone by so quickly!  I’ve had so much fun 

watching the children learn and grow throughout the 

school year.  During May we will continue to practice 

our song for our spring program which will be held on 

Sunday, May 21st at 5:00 p.m.  We ask that all 

students be here by 4:45 p.m. and meet in the main 

church nursery.  We will be finishing learning the 

alphabet this month with the letters Y and Z and the 

number 25.  For all of the families who are taking the 

summer off, I hope you have a fantastic break and 

we’ll see you back in August!  God bless. 

 

Miss Rachel’s Class 

Hello parents!  WOW.  The end of the year has 

arrived.  Summer is soon upon us.  What a busy year 

we’ve had in the 3’s class.  The children have grown 

so much and learned and become very wise owls!  

Thank you, parents, for all of your help throughout the 

school year.  We hope to see you all at our Spring 

Program on Sunday, May 21st.   Happy Mother’s Day 

to all of our moms.  I hope you all have a wonderful 

day and that you feel blessed.  Hope to see many of 

you during the summer or early this fall for our new 

school year.  Take care! 

 

              Miss Stephanie’s 

I can’t believe it is already almost the end of the 

school year.  This year flew by way to fast.  Our class 

has grown leaps and bounds since September of last 

year.  It has been my pleasure having your child in my 

class and I will greatly miss them.  During the month 

of May, we will continue to review all phonetic 

sounds and numbers 1-30.  We will also review colors 

and shapes.  It is important that you continue doing 

review with your children during the summer months.  

We will be having our end of the year party on the last 

day of school at Rusty’s Pizza.  We need drivers to 

make this happen.  If you can drive, please let me 

know as soon as possible.  Our class would like to 

wish everyone who has a birthday a very Happy 

Birthday!  Again, thank you for all of your support 

and help throughout the year.  God bless!  

 

 

 

 
Ms. Joyce’s Class 

Is it really May? Hard to believe that the school year 

is quickly coming to an end!  Thank you for a 

wonderful first year at Wonder Window!  I am blessed 

through your children each day.  I will miss them but 

am excited for what God has planned for them as they 

move on to Kindergarten and continue to grow! We 

will spend our last few weeks getting ready for our 

graduation program, reviewing what we have learned 

this year and having a few end-of-the-year surprises 

along the way! We will take two field trips also – on 

May 18 to Mercy Southwest Hospital and on May 31 

to Rusty’s Pizza.  I hope to see many of you at these 

special events! Happy Mother’s Day to all our moms!  

Keep up the good work and enjoy your special day. 

Take some time this summer with your child to review 

what they have learned to build their confidence for 

next school year!  God bless you and keep you all! 

Have a blessed summer! 

 
 

Mr. Jacob’s Class 

Hard to believe the school year is coming to a close.  

It’s even harder to believe that Ms. Charla’s time here 

at Wonder Window is also at a close.  It will be very 

different not seeing her at Wonder Window everyday.  

I know my class and myself will miss her and wish 

her a very happy retirement.  Just a few reminders, our 

Graduation program will be on the 21st of May and 

our end of the year party will be on Thursday, June 1st.  

Please look for a sign-up sheet for the party closer to 

the event.  For those of you not staying for summer, 

have a blessed and safe summer vacation! 
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   April 16, 2017 
 
     Easter Greetings from Papua New Guinea!  He is risen!  He is risen indeed, alleluia!!! 

     We are happy to report that Carrie and Leah are back in Papua New Guinea!  It is so nice to be together for 
Easter (see attached photo).  We are missing Nathan and Julia who are on their Easter break in Minnesota 
visiting with Carrie’s brother and sister and family. 
     Thank you for all of your prayers for healing and recovery for Leah after her pilonidal cyst surgery.  This past 
Wednesday morning (9 days after the surgery), Leah saw the surgeon in Cairns.  As he was preparing to check 
Leah, he reminded her that he usually doesn't take all of the stitches out on the first visit.  But after examining 
her, he marveled at how well she was healing and said that not only were all the stitches ready to come out, 
but many of them could have been removed earlier.  In fact, some of them were clearly causing Leah pain and 
discomfort from the irritation of being in too long. 
     We share this story as a testimony of God's amazing answer to prayer in healing Leah much more quickly 
than what the surgeon expected and predicted. We credit this to all of you that have been praying for Leah. 
After taking out the stitches, the surgeon remarked that Leah could be pain free in 2 weeks - which is much 
shorter than the 2 months originally predicted. Keep those prayers coming!!! 
 
Your partners in Christ, 
Jonathan and Carrie Federwitz 
Leah and Rachel 
 
(With Nathan and Julia away at college in the USA) 
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